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Dear Commissioner Pielbags, dear Commissioner Potočnik, dear Ida,

Elephant poaching and ivory trafficking in Africa

At the April meeting of the Intergroup on the Welfare and Conservation of Animals
we discussed the recent spate of elephant poaching in Boubanjida National Park in
northern Cameroon which resulted in at least 650 elephants being killed in the first
three months of 2012, and the global trafficking of illegal ivory.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), as the only NGO to enter
Boubanjida National Park during this period, was able to give us a first hand account
of the poaching.

The evidence gathered by IFAW indicated that the poachers were highly
professional and organised in gangs. The shells that IFAW found around the
slaughtered elephants identified the poachers as Sudanese; their incursions aimed
to raise money for arms purchases for use in regional conflicts - particularly on-going
unrest in Sudan and in the Central African Republic. These poachers were heavily
armed with automatic machine guns and plenty of ammunition. Within each group,
the poachers had highly specialised roles: hunters / tusk removers/ sentries. Further
intelligence gathered leads us to believe that the poachers have a camp in Chad,
which saw similar poaching from 2005 to 2009. The modus operandi is for them to
go into the park by horseback, with camels to carry ivory and ammunitions. Eye-
witnesses have reported seeing the poachers travelling in columns of 50 to 70 men.
They freely go to villages to trade food and supplies.

The footage provided showed the horrific nature of this poaching. No elephants
were left alive and even young calves a few months old were killed, despite not
possessing tusks. The poachers had cut the trunk and the head off the elephants
with a machete before extracting the tusks. IFAW’s mission vet has stated that it is
highly probable that the elephants underwent this butchering whilst still alive.
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The fact that this poaching was carried out by Sudanese poachers who had travelled over 1000km to
gather the ivory from the elephants in Boubanjida National Park clearly highlights that ivory trafficking
is a major threat to elephants. Ivory is fast becoming a 21st Century ‘blood diamond’; lured by easy
money and low risk of prosecution, groups such as these have expanded their killing to that of
endangered species. There were more large-scale seizures of illegal ivory in 2011 than in any other
year during the past 23, highlighting the grave and growing dangers both local communities and
elephants face from ivory poachers.

Across the world, wildlife trafficking endangers wild animal populations, drives species to extinction,
undermines the rule of law and causes tremendous suffering to individual animals and communities.
Poor governance, lack of enforcement capacity, increase in consumer demand, and ineffective
controls continue to be major challenges in the fight against wildlife trafficking. In 2011, Yuri Fedotov,
the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), emphasised the
profound impact of wildlife trafficking on both developed and developing countries. Wildlife crime
involves money-laundering, fraud, counterfeiting and violence and may also have links to terrorist
activities. Fedotov stated that the “illicit trade in wildlife is a form of transnational organised crime
that, just like trafficking in illegal drugs, weapons and human beings, brings negative consequences to
security and development.” The UNODC further stressed that wildlife crime is “emblematic” of the
larger threat that transnational organised crime poses not only to the environment, but to sustainable
development

However, without further support there is only so much these countries can do. The reality of the
situation in Africa is that most range states like Cameroon are unable to adequately fund key
management functions such as law enforcement, park protection and border control. The EU must
therefore bring its considerable knowledge and resources to bear in the countries where these
animals reside by supporting efforts to reduce and prevent the poaching of elephants and the
trafficking in elephant ivory products.

The EU must also assist countries to maintain elephant habitats and restore connectivity between
subpopulations; and to reduce human-elephant conflict. Only by fully tackling these issues will the EU
be able to prevent slaughters such as the one which took place in Cameroon from happening again.

It is for this reason that our Intergroup calls on you to ensure that these provisions are included in the
upcoming renewal of the Country Strategy Papers (Cotonou Agreements) between the EU and the
African Elephant Range States. By incorporating anti-poaching and enforcement into the security and
environment provisions of the CSPs, the mechanism provides an ideal opportunity to work in
partnership with the African Elephant Range States to secure the long term protection of elephants
and combat this global crime.

The Intergroup would be most grateful if you would confirm to us the inclusion of these provisions.

Yours sincerely,

Dan Jørgensen MEP

Cc Baroness Ashton
Cc Presidency of the European Union


